
[George Vancouver]   A Voyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean, and Round the 

World; In which the Coast of North-West America has been Carefully Examined and 

Accurately Surveyed, undertaken by His Majesty's Command, Principally with a View to 

Ascertain the Existence of any Navigable Communication between the North Pacific 

and North Atlantic Oceans; and Performed in the Years 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1794 

and 1795, in the Discovery Sloop of war and Armed Tender Chatham. A New Edition, 

with Corrections.       $5,500 

 

       

 

 



London: John Stockdale, 1801. Octavo. Bound in contemporary half-calf, gilt lettered 

and decorated, and marbled paper boards, all edges cut and plain. Two folded charts 

and 17 folded engraved plates, as called for. All edges trimmed (20 cm) when bound in 

1823 or soon after. Each volume with two flyleaves, one in front and one in back. In 

volume 1 the front free end paper is watermarked “1823”, the title leaf “1801”; in volume 

4 the rear flyleaf and the rear free endpaper watermarked “1823”.  

 

Pagination: v. 1: 28, [33]-410, 2 charts, 1 plate; v. 2: [2], 418 p., 6 plates; v. 3: [2], 435, 1 

plate; v. 4: [2], 417, 3 plates; v. 5: [2], 454, 3 plates; v. 6: [2], 412, [2 pages of adverts 

wanting], 3 plates. All the inserted plates were trimmed when bound, cutting off parts of 

the imprints at the bottom.  

 

Signatures, in larger font, to better see the superscripts:  

v. 1, A⁸ B⁶ C-2B⁸ 2C5 2D², (title leaf A1 watermarked 1810);  

v. 2, [A]1 B-2D⁸ 2E1;  

v. 3, [A]1 B-2E⁸ 2F² (2F2 verso blank);  

v. 4, [A]1 B-2D⁸ chi 1, (chi 1 verso blank); 

v. 5, [A]1 B-2F⁸ 2G3;  

v. 6, [A]1 B-2D⁸ 2D6 [2D7, the advert leaf, wanting]. 

 

"Dedication" signed by the editor, John Vancouver, brother of Captain George 

Vancouver, who had died in 1798.  

"The publisher finds it necessary only to state, for the information of the purchasers of 

this new edition, that the copper-plates of the charts contained in the folio volume, which 

accompanied the first edition (3 volumes, issued in London  in 1798 by G.G. & J. 

Robinson and J. Edwards.) were all stolen, and may therefore be considered as 

irrecoverably lost. The whole of the views, except the headlands, are retained. The 

general chart, and that of the new discoveries, &c. are re-engraved ..." 



Illustrations drawn by W. Alexander from sketches "made on the spot" by J. Sykes, T. 

Heddington, Z. Mudge, and H. Humphrys. The "chart shewing part of the coast of N.W. 

America" was prepared by Lieut. Edward Roberts. The "chart shewing part of the S.W. 

coast of New Holland" includes the survey made by William Gooch. 

Engravings by S.J. Neele, B.T. Pouncy, J. Landseer, J. Heath, and J. Fittler. 

"T. Gillet, printer, Salisbury-Square."--Versos of title pages. The views retain their 

original imprints: London Published May 1st, 1798, by R. Edwards New Bond Street, J. 

Edwards Pall Mall & G. Robinson Paternoster Row [or] London Published May 1st, 

1798, by J. Edwards Pall Mall & G. Robinson Paternoster Row. The re-engraved charts 

have imprint: London Published May 1st 1798. Republished (Second edition) 25th Sepr. 

1801, by I. Stockdale, Piccadilly.”  

 

This set overall in Very Good condition: edges and paper boards rubbed, some leather 

joints cracked in places, but each volume remains soundly bound. An old ownership 

signature in ink on front endpapers of each: “Henry Hackforth, March 25 ‘24”. V.1 with 

two more in ink but recent, dated 1953 and 1974, and some numbers written along the 

bottom. V.1, the first chart with some tender folds and cellophane stains from an attempt 

to reinforce; V.2  with the 1953 ownership signature, one plate with fore-edge 

protruding, chipped there.  

 

       



        



         

 

         

 

 



    

 

                    

 



       

 

       



       

 

       



                 

                

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


